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Summary: One of the most debated subjects in security studies is 
related to the hybrid war and disinformation. As the means of 
communication expanded due to the internet, new threats were 
identified because information can be used in good faith to inform and 
educate, can be a great resource for study, and the pandemic showed 
exactly how on-line resources can sustain education in extreme times, 
but it can be also used to misinform or disinform. It can be used by 
states or non-states actors to create turmoil in other states. The war in 
Ukraine started in 2014 in Donetsk and expanded in 2022 with a full 
military intervention of the Russian forces. In-between we witnessed 
the rise in disinformation. The article explores starting from the war 
in Ukraine the multidisciplinary implications of disinformation, and 
possible solutions in addressing this phenomenon. 
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Introduction  
Communication is more than a discipline, it is an art. 

Knowing what to communicate and how to do it at the right 
time requires strategy, consistency, and specialists.  But when it 
comes to combating disinformation, a good strategy is not 
enough because the means of transmitting disinformation vary 
from one country to another, one subject to another, and one 
region to another. The conflict in Ukraine proved that in Central 
and Eastern Europe the information used to generate 
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low and they must promote information at the level of 
understanding of the general population. 

A third solution regards the EU funds, as better targeted 
communication policies regarding project implementation must 
be developed in EU projects. A standard article in the press 
does not represent communicating efficiently.  

Finally, EU must communicate better its policies, domestic 
and foreign, as it must combat the information warfare, but also 
the sometimes disloyal behavior of the states.  

 
 
Bibliography 

1. Raul Felix Hodos, “Information society: A new challenge for 
sustainable development », Revista Annales Universitis Apulensis, Oeconomic 
series, Vol II, No. 101/2008 
2. Ivor Gaber, Caroline Fisher, “Strategic Lying”: The Case of Brexit and 
the 2019 U.K. Election, First Published March 17, 2021 
3. Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, Slovakia 
https://www.visegradgroup.eu/about  
4. Visegrad Group, Joint Statement on Migration 
https://www.visegradgroup.eu/calendar/2016/joint-statement-on  
5. Human Rights Watch, Hungary: Migrants Abused at the Border Ensure 
Asylum Access; Investigate Cruel, Violent Pushbacks, Report July 13, 2016, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/07/13/hungary-migrants-abused-border  
6. European Commission, Recovery and Resilience Facility, 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/recovery-
coronavirus/recovery-and-resilience-facility_en  
7. Jennifer Rankin, „Hungary ‘holding EU hostage’ over sanctions on 
Russian oil”, The Guardian, May 16, 2022, 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/16/hungary-sanctions-russian-
oil-embargo-eu  
8. European Union External Action, EU as a global actor, 
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/eu-global-actor_en  
9. Ivor Gaber, Caroline Fisher, op.cit. 
10. European Parliament, MEPs sound alarm on anti-EU propaganda from 
Russia and Islamist terrorist groups, 23.11.2016, 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-
room/20161118IPR51718/meps-sound-alarm-on-anti-eu-propaganda-from-
russia-and-islamist-terrorist-groups 
11. Lili Bayer, “Hungary has become the EU home of Kremlin talking 
points:, Politico, 9.03.2022, https://www.politico.eu/article/russia-war-
narrative-hungary-disinformation/ 
12. Flash Eurobarometer on Fake News and Disinformation, 2018, 
https://data.europa.eu/data/datasets/s2183_464_eng?locale=en  



22 

13. Jose Ignacio Torreblanca and Mark Leonard with Dimitar Bechev, Piotr 
Buras, Petr Drulák, Silvia Francescon,  Ulrike Guérot, Thomas Klau, Hans 
Kundnani, Jonas Parello-Plesner,  Teija Tiilikainen, Nicholas Walton, and Jan 
Marinus Wiersma, “The Continentwide Rise of Euroscepticism", Council on 
Foreign Relations, 79, May 2013 
14. Summer 2022 Standard Eurobarometer survey, 
https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/surveys/detail/2693  
15. Tobias Koellner (ed.) Orthodox Religion and Politics in Contemporary 
Eastern Europe On Multiple Secularisms and Entanglements, Routledge, 
2020  
16. “EU sues Hungary and Poland over LGBTQ discrimination”, DW, 
15.07.2021, https://www.dw.com/en/eu-sues-hungary-and-poland-over-lgbtq-
discrimination/a-58272160  
17. Erik J. Grossman, “Russia's Frozen Conflicts and the Donbas Russia's 
Frozen Conflicts and the Donbas”, The US Army War College Quarterly: 
Parameters Volume 48 Number 2 Parameters Summer 2018 Article 7 
Summer 6-1-2018 
18. Heather Ashby, “How the Kremlin Distorts the ‘Responsibility to 
Protect’ Principle In response to Russia’s misuse of the principle, the U.N. 
should consider how to prevent future manipulations as a pretext for military 
aggression”, United States Institute for Peace, Thursday, April 7, 2022  
19. Katherine Arnold ““There is no Ukraine”: Fact-Checking the Kremlin’s 
Version of Ukrainian History”, London School of Economics, July 1st, 2020, 
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/lseih/2020/07/01/there-is-no-ukraine-fact-checking-the-
kremlins-version-of-ukrainian-history/  
20. The Guardian, “‘Troll factory’ spreading Russian pro-war lies online, 
says UK”, 1.05.2022 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/may/01/troll-
factory-spreading-russian-pro-war-lies-online-says-uk  
21. Lucian Săcălean, Gall Boglarka, “Reguli şi minorităţi (Rules and 
minorities)”, Studia Universitatis Petru Maior. Series Historia. No. 1/2016 
22. Lucian Sacalean, “Elemente de sustinere financiara a proiectului 
“Tinutului Secuiesc””, in Mihaela Daciana Natea, Lucian Sacalean, Roxana 
Mihaly, Elite politice si Securitatea Nationala a Romaniei, Bucuresti, Ed Pro 
Universitaria, 2018, p.26-38 
23. “Guvernul maghiar, investiții uriașe în România. Miliarde de forinți au 
ajuns în Transilvania” 
Scris de Ziua de Cluj 03 Iun 2021, https://zcj.ro/economie/guvernul-maghiar-
investitii-uriase-in-        romania-miliarde-de-forinti-au-ajuns-in-transilvania--
217727.html  
24. Keno Verseck, “Ungaria: Orban scandalizează cu "discursuri pur 
naziste"”, DW, 27.07.2022  https://www.dw.com/ro/ungaria-orban-
scandalizeaz%C4%83-cu-discursuri-pur-naziste/a-62615771  
25. “Rasismul din Ditrău, în presa internațională. Euronews: Localnicii spun 
că se tem că imigranții le vor pune în pericol siguranța”, Digi 24, 03.02.2020 
https://www.digi24.ro/stiri/externe/mapamond/scandalul-de-la-ditrau-in-
presa-internationala-euronews-satenii-spun-ca-se-tem-de-imigranti-1254661 



23 

26. Natea Mihaela Daciana, “De la Ditrau la Fake News”, Zi de zi,
6.02.2020, https://www.zi-de-zi.ro/2020/02/06/de-la-ditrau-la-fake-news/
27. Sandor Zsiros, Jorge Liboreiro, “Hungary ready for compromises with
Brussels to unblock recovery funds”, Euronews 16/06/2022,
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2022/06/16/hungary-ready-for-
compromises-with-brussels-to-unblock-recovery-funds
28. Leonid Rogozin, “Annexation of Crimea: A masterclass in political
manipulation”, Al Jazzera, 16.03.2019,
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2019/3/16/annexation-of-crimea-a-
masterclass-in-political-manipulation
29. Conor Finnegan, “Russia escalates false chemical weapons claims about
US, Ukraine by bringing them to UN”, 11.03.2022, ABC News
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/russia-escalates-false-chemical-weapons-
claims-us-ukraine/story?id=83366504

Acknowledgement - The present article is published with the support of 
the European Union and represents a deliverable within the EU project Jean 
Monnet Center of Excellence is European Security and Disinformation in 
Multicultural Societies – no. 101047907 – ESDMS, Erasmus+. The sole 
responsibility of this publication lies with the author.

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of 
the European Union. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority 
can be held responsible for them.


